
 

 

GUIDELINES FOR INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEES 

2007-2008 INTERIMS 

As Approved by the Legislative Council on June 13, 2007 
 
 

ADOPTION OF RULES 
 
 Interim study committees must have a majority of the members representing each house 
voting affirmatively in order to adopt rules. 
 
 
COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC MEMBERS 
 
 Persons serving as public members of study committees are eligible to receive actual 
expenses only, if they are not eligible for expense reimbursement by an organization that they 
represent.  In order for a public member representing an organization to be eligible to receive actual 
expenses, the organization must submit a letter to the Legislative Council indicating that the public 
member is not eligible for the reimbursement from the organization.  Payment of the expenses is 
subject to the approval of the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Legislative Council. 
 
 
STAFF WORK FOR PUBLIC MEMBERS 
 
 After consultation with, as appropriate, the Legislative Services Agency (LSA) Director, a 
study committee chair may authorize research or legislative drafting work by the LSA for public 
members of study committees. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF NOMINEES 
 
 Public members of study committees may be nominated by designated organizations, subject 
to Legislative Council approval or subject to the approval of the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 
of the Legislative Council in consultation with the Minority Leaders of the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 
 
 
GENDER BALANCE 
 
 Appointment of public members to study committees shall be gender balanced. 



 

 

APPROVAL OF ACTIONS 
 

A majority vote of a study committee's voting members present is necessary to carry any 
action; however, recommendations to the Legislative Council or General Assembly must be adopted 
with the affirmative votes of a majority of the committee's members of each house. 
 
 
VOTING BY PUBLIC MEMBERS 
 
 Unless otherwise provided by the General Assembly or the Legislative Council, public 
members of study committees are nonvoting. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETINGS OUTSIDE DES MOINES 
 
 Any meeting or public hearing by a study committee held outside of Des Moines requires the 
prior approval of the Studies Committee or legislative leadership. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 When authorization is given for a study committee to hold a public hearing, the committee 
may hold one hearing as a body or individual members may each hold a public hearing or groups of 
two or more members may hold public hearings.  However, for each authorized public hearing, no 
members of the study committee may receive compensation for attendance at more than one session. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF EXPENSES FOR SPEAKERS AND CONSULTING WORK 
 
 Any expenditure by a study committee for a speaker or presentation or for any other purpose 
either requires the prior approval of the Studies Committee and Legislative Council, or legislative 
leadership, or requires inclusion of the expenditure in a budget proposed by the study committee and 
approved by the Studies Committee and the Legislative Council, or legislative leadership.  
Contractual consulting work for a study committee requires the prior approval of the Studies 
Committee and the Legislative Council.  Expenditures shall only be made in accordance with 
legislative expenditure policies and procedures.   
 
 
SCHEDULING GUIDELINES 
 
 For the 2007 interim, the deadline for completion of interim study committee meetings is 
November 26, 2007, and for the 2008 interim the deadline is December 15, 2008.  An interim study 
committee must meet the deadline or receive an exemption or a revised deadline date from the 
Legislative Council. 


